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SACRED SPACE

AN EVOCATIVE DANCE PERFORMANCE




SACRED
SPACE

TRACKS Dance Collective welcomes you to “SACRED
SPACE”, an evocative evening of dance. Tonight’s program
will take you on a journey of discovery among the remote
and often mysterious places of the Territory

Attracted to the people of this land and with a desire to
understand the strange energy at work in the landscape itself,
TRACKS drew together the memories, feelings, and images
particular places evoked to create works reflective of our
Northern environment and our connection to these places.

The choreographers Sarah Calver, David McMicken and
Dorethea Randall have developed challenging and
innovative dance-scapes in collaboration with writers Karyn
Sassella and Allen Randall, musicians Rob Hoad, Anja Tait
and Barney, and dancers Andrea Clements, Berenice
Franklin, Julia Quinn and Danielle Spruyt.

“SACRED SPACE” is a place to think, dream, see and
believe.



THE OPPORTUNITY OF DISTANCE

neighbours
inared hotland
you
breezed
in

and changed the way I saw things

you soften the blow
of place

of people
1 did not know

now no longer neighbours
both on
new journeys
I see you
less frequently

but as a neighbour
in that hot red land
I learnt so clearly
that it’s not
the tyranny
of distance

but the opportunity

KARYN SASSELLA

THE PROGRAMME

D-DREAMING

Dorethea Randall’s work “D-DREAMING’ is made up of five parts. The first
is a solo, related to herself in the spiritual world. Here unseen figures are put
into movement showing the relationship with the land and the power it has.

* The silence of the bush taught me a quietness of the soul -
that put me in touch with another world,
the world of the spirit.”
Dorethea Randall 1994
The second part shows Spirits of the bush sending messages and magic to
those who are awake, they signify the coming of a new world or of a new life.

Part three is again a solo, relating to the expression of her concept of her own
space, and of how her family feels today.

“As the sun slowly fades on the western horizon
It’s rays fire up the evening sky
The gentle breeze blow 'in ‘cross the ocean
Slowly memories fade of those days gone by.”
Allen Randall 1993

The fourth part is a duet, the expression of freedom in a sharing space.

The last part is a solo, portraying the inner space.

Musical Director Robb Hoad

Composer Musicians Robb Hoad
Barney
Michael Havir
Anja Tait

Vocals Alison Mills



ME, MYSELF AND HER

Have you ever considered what a dancer does for a living?

If not, “Me, Myself and Her” will enlighten you as to some of the experiences
choreographers Andrea, Bereni and Danielle have had.It’s bizarre, witty, wild
at heart and sensitive.

Fasten you seat-belts as this zany trip unravels the many images the mirror on
the wall has revealed.

Musical Director Robb Hoad
Musician Barney

INTERVAL

SACRED SPACE

Choreographers Sarah Calver, and David McMicken, writer Karyn Sassella,
and musician Robb Hoad have worked together to create “SACRED SPACE”.
The material that was created blends together movement, images, design,
language, music and text.

Sarah, David and Karyn have strong connections to an Aboriginal community
called Lajamanu. However, none of them have ever been in this community
at the same time. As a result their relationships with the people and the place
have developed in different ways. Lajamanu is 950 km away from Darwin. It
is one of the most remote communities in the Territory. The Warlpiri people
who live there still maintain a strongly traditional way of life. Whenever we
are in this community, we are the minority, constantly being reminded of
whose land we are on.

Issues that are raised include; a sense of belonging, identity, ritual or lack of,
secret and sacred ceremonial behaviour, strong relationships with people and
“family”, health, isolation and distance, materialism and lack of it, sexual
identity and gender roles, activity and spare time, story telling, and the
brutality of desert life. It is an unusual experience to be a minority foreigner
on land that you had previously thought of as your own, as part of your
heritage. Suddenly you realise that you have been misinformed and your
sense of culture is thrown into high relief. “SACRED SPACE” looks at the
effect that remote Aboriginal Communities have on European people such a
ourselves; physically, emotionally and spiritually.

The artists have looked to these influences and experiences as a basis for a
strongly visual work. “White” people often go into communities and assume
that they have all the skills. It is less often that they are able to build the
relationships that we were privileged to forge. There is no attempt in this
work to deal with the Aboriginality itself, rather we are looking at how it has
influenced all of us and the deep insights which remain. We fuse together
dynamic movement, spoken word, poetry, and visual images.

Without “letting the cat out of the bag”, TRACKS DANCE COLLECTIVE
hope that “SACRED SPACE " will inspire you to look at this work and see a
little of yourself hidden within it.

Recorded Music Mickey Hart Ravi Shankar &
Philip Glass Midnight Oil
Billy Ray Cyrus North Tanami Band
Tony O’Connor Sheila Chandra
Composer/ Sound Engineer Robb Hoad
Live Musicians Robb Hoad
Barney
Anja Tait
Text Spoken By Karyn Sassella



sometimes

1 get lost

in this desert

and 1 forget

who I really am

and what i'm doing here
- if I ever knew

sometimes

1 get lost

in this desert

but in'the city

I feel as though i’ve been lost
Jfor years

sometimes
I get found
in this desert
i'm taking in so much
i'm full
but i’m hungry
.and 1 don’t know how long
it 'll be before
I can go home
- wherever that is

sometimes I get found
sometimes I get lost
in this desert

but 1 know

it'll be alright

- it's a sacred sight

KARYN SASSELLA

WHO IS WHO

THE CHOREOGRAPHERS
DORETHEA RANDALL

Dorethea was one of the founding members of the Aboriginal Islander Skills
Development Scheme (AISDS, now NAISDA).

She performed with the Aboriginal Islander Dance Theatre, and became a
teacher of Aboriginal dance and public speaker on Aboriginal culture. She
has researched traditional dance styles from areas in the Northern Territory,
and experimented with a technique/style that would fuse modern and
traditional dance styles. Dorethea has fulfilled many roles, ranging from
dancer through to choreographer, and deviser of school programs on
Aboriginal culture, music and dance, and is currently Dancer and
Choreographer in Residence with TRACKS DANCE COLLECTIVE,
Darwin.

SARAH CALVER

Sarah graduated from the Western Australian Academy Of Performing Arts,
majoring in Dance and Teaching. With 25 years dance experience Sarah has
performed, taught and choreographed throughout the Northern Territory,
Perth, Canberra and Adelaide.

Operating in modern dance but with a classical training background (R.A.D.)
Sarah believes that dance is an incredibly expressive art form that involves
not only the body but the mind and soul. Dance takes you on a journey of
discovery and provides you with many challenges and adventures that add
that extra spice into one’s life.



Sarah has trodden a lot of new ground since arriving in the Territory in 1984.
She was a member of Feats Unlimited, a dance in education team under the
direction of Maggie Phillips. Through her more recent work with Brown’s
Mart Community Arts she has joined in the footstepping with many local arts
groups.

Her work as a Community Dance Development Officer has raised the profile
of dance related activity in the Territory. Sarah has created and implemented
ongoing programs relevant to communities; worked cross-art form with other
professional artists; worked cross-culturally with various Aboriginal
communities and ethnic groups; developed specific projects that have acted
as role models for other art organisations, and coordinated touring programs.
Sarah has become a major resource person for Dance in the Territory.

Sarah is currently the CO-Director of TRACKS DANCE COLLECTIVE , a
new name given to the Brown’s Mart Dance Program.

DAVID McMICKEN

David McMicken was born in Melbourne in 1959. He graduated from
Victoria College, Rusden Campus, with a Bachelor of Education, majoring in
Dance and Drama. '

David works as a dancer, teacher, and choreographer. He has a strong
background in the teaching of youth, including a five year stint with St
Martin’s Youth Arts Centre, where he formed the St Martin’s Youth Dance
Company.

David has worked in the Northern Territory since 1991 and shifted to Darwin
as a permanent resident in 1992. He is Co-Director of TRACKS DANCE
COLLECTIVE and works as a Community Dance Development Officer at

Brown’s Mart Community Arts. His areas of work are diverse. These include:

older adults classes and performance, dance theatre with Corrugated Iron
Youth Theatre and Darwin Theatre Company as well as individual
performance projects, community events and large scale performances, work
with Aboriginal people and remote regions, teaching, dancing and

choreographing for and with local professional dance artists, and work in
schools.

David believes that some of the most interesting, innovative and daring work
is coming from the stronger recognition we are giving to cross-cultural and
cross-art-form work, especially that of indigenous Australians. Physical
Theatre is challenging people's perception of performance. The bringing
together of David's skills and experience with the unique geographical
conditions of the Territory is allowing him to be a vital part of the
development of the local cultural identity.

THE DANCERS
BERENICE FRANKLIN

The bubbly, energetic and enticing Berenice Franklin was born dancing in
1967. She graduated from the Northern Territory University with a Bachelor
of Business majoring in Computing. Bereni has 22 years dance experience,
learning, performing and teaching in South Australia, Queensland and the
Northern Territory.

Trained in classical ballet, Bereni went to great lengths to learn and explore
dance and movement of other types, including: indigenous, tribal, ethnic and
modern.

By 1985 Bereni had migrated to Darwin where she fell upon Brown’s Mart
Community Arts. Since then, Bereni has danced with Feats Unlimited, North
of the Border, Juniper Tree Dance Company, and Brown’s Mart Dance Mob.
She continues to be a key performer and supporter of the dance community.

Her experience spans working with people of varying ages, (from 2 to where
she dare not ask), working with people of varying physical and mental
abilities, and with different ethnic and aboriginal groups. Her vision for dance
is inspiring and is extended to movers who fall out of the sky as well as those
with their feet on the ground. Bereni is a founding member of TRACKS
DANCE COLLECTIVE, and she not only performs, but is also the
Promotions Officer.



ANDREA CLEMENTS

Andrea is a high energy, funky groover who is known for her acrobatic death
defying dance and drama stunts. She is the youngest performer with
TRACKS but she has a track record that has brought her much respect and
applause from audiences throughout the Territory. Andrea is a strong and
powerful performer who enjoys her work. She is never afraid to try anything
once, and is a wonderful dynamic and spontaneous person to be around.
Check her out.

JULIA QUINN

Julia was born in Papua New Guinea but has lived in the Territory most of her
life. She is an exotic and dynamic performer who makes heads turn and
people share in her passion for dance.

Julia completed a Batchelor of Arts at The Adelaide University. Wanting to
share her vision with fellow Darwinians, Julia returned and became Co-
Director of the Juniper Tree Dance Company.

In 1994 Julia has been based in America studying at the Alvin Ailey School
of Dance and has joined TRACKS for this season before she heads off to
Adelaide to work on a Performance for Come out ‘95

Julia says “I’m glad to be home, now I can eat Cherry Ripes and drink iced
coffee.”

DANIELLE SPRUYT

Danielle has “lived everywhere man”, and along the way has studied dance in
a variety of places. She has completed a political and economics degree at
Sydney University, but can’t resist any opportunity to dance. She’s always
smiling and has a reputation for being cheeky and lively. Danielle’s energy

and enthusiasm makes her an invaluable member of TRACKS DANCE
COLLECTIVE.

THE WRITER
KARYN SASSELLA.

Karyn is a published performance poet, community and social worker. She
has lived and worked in Darwin, Katherine and remote Aboriginal
Communities. Karyn was the recipient of the 1993 Northern Territory
Literary Award for Poetry (Red Earth Poetry Award).

She has been performing her work for the past 10 years around Australia in
Arts Festivals, Theatres, and Art Galleries, and on radio, the odd tram and a
merry-go-round or two !

She has just stepped off the Darwin Theatre Company’s stage where she
performed in Shakespeare’s “The Winter’s Tale”. Her upcoming prOJects
include studying ltallan language and literature in [taly



THE MUSICIANS
ROBB HOAD

Robb is a funny sort of guy, in fact he’s a clown, seriously ! He’s also a
musician/composer, actor, director, street performer and according to some
reports a dancer as well ! :

Diversity comes naturally to Robb and since studying Educational Theatre at
the University of Adelaide he has worked in various capacities on numerous
projects. These include: scenic artist, actor and assistant director in the ABC
mini-series “Stark”; co-ordinator/ringmaster of “The Clever Kids Circus” -
Maningrida; writer/director, actor and composer/ musician for projects
including The Arafura Games Opening Ceremony 1993, Mapulbah,
“Heartbeat of the Earth™, “Alladin and The Magic Lamp”, “Comin’ Thru”
with Corrugated Iron Youth Theatre, and “Thru Moves” and “Tracks and
Clusters” with the Darwin Dance Mob. Creating music for and with dancers
is one of Robb’s favourite occupations as he receives limitless inspiration
from the vital relationship of music and dance.

ANJA TAIT

Anja is a practising Registered Music Therapist and performer. She
freelances in folk, jazz, classical, rock and contemporary ensembles. Anja has
composed for independent choreographers, improvised with Melbourne
Playback Theatre Co., and is a core member of NOVA-a Perth-based
contemporary music ensemble.

Anja is working as a music therapist with Brown’s Mart and the N.T.
Department for Health and Community Services for August and September.

BARNEY

Have you ever seen that amazing guy at the markets who juggles with danger
and climbs total strangers? If you haven’t then you’re missing out, if you

have then you’ve met Barney, a multi-talented street theatre performer and
musician!

Barney has studied music in Indonesia and India, and joins SACRED SPACE
as a musician and composer. We thank him for his support and rhythms.

COSTUME DESIGNER
INGE CLEMENTS

Inge is a costume designer and maker with a difference. Her knowledge of
dance enables her to create costumes that flow with the dancers and take into
account the unusual positions performers often get themselves into.

TECHNICAL MANAGEMENT

LIGHTING DESIGNER
MATTHEW JAMES

Matthew, Director of Moonlight productions, is a quiet achiever who can
reach lights in a single bound. Matthew is the wizard of lights. His artistic
talents are recognised for productions such as Flying off the Edge, North of
the Border, Gathering Ground, Land, Macbeth in the Gorge, Brown’s Mart
21st, Disenchantment, and the Winter’s Tale.



He is not only tall but has perfected technical feats thought impossible
(especially down the beaten track). he is unflappable, reliable and innovative.
Matthew joins SACRED SPACE as lighting designer and we thank him for his
vision and his ability to transform our creative ideas into reality.

TECHNICAL DESIGNER /ASSISTANT
PETER TWIGG

Peter joins TRACKS in this season as Technical Designer/ Assistant and we
thank him for his diverse range of skills that have added to the technical
design elements of this sacred experience.

PUBLICITY OFFICER
ALTHEA “RALPH” BANNISTER

If you need to get the job done, call Ralph ! So we did, and boy are we glad!
Ralph joins TRACKS as publicity officer and her sense of humour, skills and
calmness have not gone astray. Welcome Aboard !

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

A VERY BIG, SPECIAL THANKYOU TO TRACKS DANCE
COLLECTIVE DANCER, LISA CAMPBELL WHO WAS UNABLE
TO JOIN US FOR THIS SEASON.

VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Pierre Marani Green Ant
Brown’s Mart Staff Yoris Wilson

Cavanagh Theatre Company Michael Havir
CLYY, ; Tony Franklin
Image Art

Christine Colton, Anda Petrapsch, Didge McDonald, Nimal
Jayawardhana, Jose Casimiro, Jane Tonkin and all others who are
offering their time and energy to help with Bar and Front of House.

TRACKS DANCE COLLECTIVE:

CODIRECTOR ..iiiviiiv sviniinvnnnsisssDavid McMicken
ABORIGINAL DANCE OFFICER ...................... Dorethea Randall
PROMOTIONS OFFICER/ DANCER .................. Bereni Franklin
PUBEICITY OFPICER. ..o o ivtaato Althea ‘Ralph’ Bannister
7810 SR SRR TR % e e Lisa
Campbell

TECHNICAL MANAGER..............ccosvuresoreneersnescasses Matthew James



WHAT IS TRACKS DANCE
COLLECTIVE DOING NEXT ¢

* TRACKS will present “SILENT THOUGHT” and “SACRED
SPACE” at the Build-Up Festival (D.P.A.C) on Wednesday 14th
August at 8pm

* More Community Dance Classes
- it’s never too late to join in The Dance!
Adults and Teenagers: ' Monday 6pm-8pm
Older Adults: Friday 10am-11.30am

Classes are held in the Rehearsal Room at the Darwin
Performing Arts Centre, Mitchell Street. '

* Dorethea Randall joins C.1.Y.T. on the BOTH WAYS project at
Yirrkala

* David McMicken joins Bronwyn Calcutt for “SKELETON
WOMAN”

*THERE’S MORE TO COME.................

* JUMP 101, an informal evening of dance is scheduled for
November 11th

* For more information on TRACKS DANCE
COLLECTIVE’S program for 1994, call Sarah on 81 5522




